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SUBJECT: EUROPEAN COUNCIL, APRIL 7-8, 1978: DANISH PRESIDENCY/EC 
COMMISSION PRESS CONFERENCE 

1 . DANISH PRIME MINISTER JORGENSEN (EUROPEAN COUNCIL PRESIDENT) AND 
EC COMMISION PRESIDENT JENKINS HELD A JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE APRIL 

8 TO REVIEW THE RESULTS OF THE COPENHAGEN EUROPEAN COUNCIL. JOR 
GENSEN LED OFF BY REVIEWING THE DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT (EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DIRECT ELECTIONS, THE DECLARATION 
ON DEMOCRACY, AND THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION - (ALL REPORTED SEPTELS). 
HE THEN READ TO THE PRESS THE DANISH PRESIDENCY STATEMENT ON THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL S DISCUSSION OF THE MIDDLE EAST (ALSO REPEATED 
SEPTEL). OTHER ISSUES DISCUSSED DURING THE PRESS CONFERENCE ARE 
HIGHLIGHTED BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

2. JORGENSEN REMARKS ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION REFERRING TO 
THE DANISH PRESIDENCY'S CONCLUSIONS ON THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SIT- 
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UATION, (WHICH WAS DISTRIBUTED TO REPORTER AFTER THE PRESS CON- 
FERENCE AND IS BEING REPORTED SEPTEL), JORGENSEN ADDED THE FOLLOWING 
REMARKS: 

QUOTE: 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION IS WHAT TOOK MOST OF OUR TIME AT 
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THE EUROPEAN SUMMIT. UNFORTUNATELY, I MUST SAY THAT, AS FAR AS THIS 
PART OF THE DISCUSSION IS CONCERNED, I CANNOT GO INTO TOO GREAT 
DETAIL. I MUST ASK THE PUBLIC TO HAVE SOME UNDERSTANDING FOR THIS. 

WE FIND OURSELVES IN A PHASE WHERE WE ALL HAVE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 
THERE IS A GREAT NEED FOR CONFIDENTIALITY AND FOR AN INTIMATE 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WHEN IT COME TO DEFINING A COMMON ASSESSMENT OF 
THE PROBLEMS CONFRONTING US. THIS IS, OF COURSE, LINKED TO WHAT I 
SAID AT THE BEGINNING ABOUT THIS MEETING AND ITS BEING PART OF 
SEVERAL MEETINGS (NOTE: JORGENSEN SAID EARLIER THAT THE MEETING 
SHOULD BE SEEN AS THE FIRST IN A SERIOUS OF DISCUSSIONS WHICH WILL 
CULMINATE IN THE JULY EUROPEAN COUNCIL IN BREMEN AND THE WESTERN 
ECONOMIC SUMMIT IN BONN. END NOTE). 

3. 1 OUGHT TO ADD HERE THAT WE ALSO DISCUSSED IN THE EUROPEAN 
COUNCIL THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND ITS FUNCTION. WE ARE 
OF THE OPINION THAT ALL PARTIES INVOLVED IN CONNECTION WITH THE NEW 
COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 
1978, MUST TRY TO ENSURE INCREASED EFFECTIVENESS IN THIS COMM- 
ITTEE, WHICH IS, OF COURSE, PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH THE LABOR 
MARKET AND THE INDUSTRIAL LIFE; AND WE ALSO ATTACH GREAT IMPORT- 
ANCE TO HAVING AN EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES 
IN THAT COMMITTEE. 

4. "THE ECONOMIC POLICY BEING PURSUED BY THE MEMBER COUNTRIES, 

OUGHT TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. THUS, THE COUNCIL FEELS IT 
IMPORTANT THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY OUGHT TO HAVE AN ANNUAL 
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GROWTH RATE OF 4.5 PERCENT, A TARGET WHICH SHOULD BE REACHED BY 
MID 1979. THE AIM IS TO PROMOTE EMPLOYMENT. AT THE SAME TIME, WE 
MUST ATTEMPT TO BREAK INFLATION AND TO AIM AT A STABILIZATION OF 
ECONOMIC CURRENCY RELATIONSHIPS. IT IS EVIDENT THAT ENERGY PROBLEMS 
ARE VITAL TO THIS. END QUOTE. 

5. JENKINS' APPRAISAL OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL OUTCOME: 

QUOTE 

THE PRIME MINISTER HAS GIVEN YOU A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE DELIBER- 
ATIONS, AND I WILL NOT SEEK TO DUPLICATE HIS ACCOUNT. THIS HAS BEEN 
A MOST REWARDING AND STIMULATING EUROPEAN COUNCIL, AND I WOULD 
LIKE TO PICK OUT ONE OR TWO POINTS WHICH I THINK JUSTIFY THAT 
REACTION. FIRST IN CONCRETE TERMS, WE WERE AT LAST ABLE TO FIX 
A DATE FOR DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. AS YOU 
KNOW, I HAVE FREQUENTLY EXPRESSED MY DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE 
UNNECESSARY DELAY IN THE HOLDING OF THESE ELECTIONS, BUT NO ONE 
SHOULD UNDERESTIMATE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DECISION WE HAVE FIN- 
ALLY TAKEN. A DIRECTLY ELECTED EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT WILL INTRODUCE 
A MAJOR NEW DEMOCRATIC DIMENSION TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE COMM 
UNITY; AND, FOR THIS REASON, IT WAS ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE THAT WE 
SHOULD ADOPT AT THIS EUROPEAN COUNCIL A DECLARATION ON DEMOCRACY, 
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FOR A SYSTEM OF PLURALIST PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY LIES AT THE VERY 
BASIS OF THE COMMUNITY'S EXISTENCE. WE HAVE ADLOPTED A NUMBER OF 
IMPORTANT POLITICAL DECLARATIONS. 

6. " I WOULD LIKE TO DRAW ATTENTION TO OUR CONCLUSIONS RELATING TO 
JAPAN. WITHIN THE TRIANGULAR RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE THREE MAIN 
AREAS OF THE INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD-EUROPE, THE UNITED STATES AND 
JAPAN- WE HAVE LONG SOUGHT THE STRENGTHENING OF THE EEC-JAPAN ELE- 
MENT, WHICH IS MADE MORE DIFFICULT BY THE PROBLEM OF THE JAPANESE 
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND ACCESS TO THE MARKET. THIS QUESTION WILL 
REMAIN ON THE AGENDA BOTH OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND OF THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL, FOR IT IS VITAL TO FIND A MORE SATISFACTORY 
BALANCE. 
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7. "WE HAVE ALSO BEEN ABLE TO REMOVE ALL THE MAIN QUESTIONS 
RELATING TO THE SETTING-UP OF THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION AS PROPOSED 
IN THE TINDEMANS REPORT. 

8. "THE ASPECT OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL WHICH GAVE ME THE MOST EN- 
COURAGEMENT WAS THE VERY WIDE-RANGING AND FAR-REACHING DISCUSSION 
ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY QUESTIONS WITH THE HEADS OF STATE AND 
GOVERNMENT. IN THE NATURE OF THINGS. NO CONCRETE PROPOSALS, SOL- 
UTIONS, OR DECISIONS HAVE EMERGED OR WERE AIMED AT. HOWEVER, I WAS 
VERY STRUCK BY THE EXTENT OF WHICH OUR THOUGHTS SEEMED TO BE RUNNING 
IN PARALLEL AND IN THE SAME DIRECTION. 

9. "FOLLOWING THE PAPER WHICH THE COMMISSION SUBMITTED TO THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL, WE HAVE AGREED TO WORK FOR HIGHER ECONOMIC GROWTH. 
WE HAVE ALSO AGREED, AT THE COMMISSION S SUGGESTION, TO TAKE A 
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CLOSER LOOK AT THE OPERATION OF NATIONAL ECONOMIC POLICIES WITH A 
VIEW TO WORKING OUT WHAT MARGIN OF MANEUVER MEMBER STATES HAVE 
FOR TAKING FURTHER STEPS TOWARD BRINGING ABOUT GREATER GROWTH. 
MUCH OF OUR DISCUSSION WAS ABOUT THE NEED FOR GREATER MONETARY 
STABILITY IN EUROPE. 

10 "AS YOU KNOW, I SET OUT MY VIEWS IN A LETTER WHICH I SENT AT 
THE BEGINNING OF THE WEEK TO MY COLLEAGUES. IN MY LETER I SUGGESTED 
THAT THERE WAS SCOPE FOR THE COMMUNITY TO DEVELOP NEW DIMENSIONS 
IN THE MONETARY FIELD, TO INCREASE MONETARY STABILITY IN EUROPE, 

AND EXERCISE A GREATER BENEFICIAL MONETARY INFLUENCE ON THE INTER 
NATIONAL MONETARY SCENE. I BELIEVE THAT WE ARE MOSTLY AGREED THAT 
THE TIME IS RIGHT FOR NEW MOVES IN THE MONETARY FIELD AND THAT WE 
SHOULD USE THE PERIOD BETWEEN NOW AND THE NEXT EUROPEAN COUNCIL IN 
BREMEN TO GIVE PRACTICAL APPLICATION TO THIS UNDERSTANDING. 

1 1. " IN MY VIEW, WE SHOULD SEEK GREATER EXCHANGE RATE STABILITY 
BETWEEN THE CURRENCIES OF MEMBER STATES OF THE COMMUNITY AND THUS 
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A STRONGER BASIS ON WHICH TO DEAL MORE EFFECTIVELY IN EXCHANGE- 
RATE POLICY WITH THIRD COUNTRIES, NOTABLY THE UNITED STATES. FOR 
THIS PURPOSE, IT WOULD, IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE COMMISSION, BE 
NECESSARY TO EXTEND A COMMUNITY EXCHANGE RATE SYSTEM BEYOND THE 
SNAKE; GIVE A NEW DIMENSION TO THE USE OF THE EUROPEAN UNIT OF 
ACCOUNT; AND INCREASE THE FUNCTIONS AND RESOURCES OF THE EUROPEAN 
MONETARY COOPERATION FUND. I WAS ENCOURAGED BY OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO BELIEVE THAT, IN SHAPING PROPOSALS FOR ADOPTION AT THE BREMEN EURO 
PEAN COUNCIL, 

THESE IDEAS WILL PLAY A SIGNIFICANT PART. WE HAVE LITTLE TIME 
BEFORE THE WESTERN ECONOMIC SUMVMIT IN BONN IN JULY, BUT WE HAVE 
SUFFICIENT TIME TO ESTABLISH A COMMON POSITION AND MAKE A STRONG 
COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION TO A CONSTRUCTIVE OUTCOME IN BONN. I HOPE AND 
BELIEVE THAT WE SHALL USE THAT PERIOD TO THE FULL. 

12. 'IF ONE WERE TO JUDGE THE OUTCOME OF THIS EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON 
THE BASIS OF THE NUMBER OF ACTUAL DECISIONS TAKEN, ONE WOULD NOT 
RATE IT AS HIGHLY AS THE DECEMBER EUROPEAN COUNCIL. IF. HOWEVER, 
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ONE REGARDS IT, AS I HAVE CONSISTENTLY DONE, AS A EUROPEAN COUNCIL 
LEADING TO A SUMMER OF DECISIONS DURING THE COMINING MONTHS AT THE 
BREMEN COUNCIL AND AT THE BONN WESTERN ECONOMIC SUMMIT, THEN I D 
BELIEVE WE CAN BE WELL SATISFIED WITH THE FIRST STEPS WE HAVE TAKEN 
TO BRING ABOUT THIS SUMMER OF DECISION-MAKING. END QUOTE. 

13. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 

A. JENKINS WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS ATTRI- 
BUTED TO FRG CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 4.5 PERCENT 
GROWTH RATE TARGET ADOPTED BY THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT DOES NOT RE- 
PRESENT A CONCRETE GOAL. JENKINS RESPONDED IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 
QUOTE: 

THERE ARE NO DIFFERING VIEWPOINTS. IT IS GOING TO BE A STRUGGLE TO 
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GET THE EC GROWTH RATE UP. LAST YEAR THE COMMUNITY GROWTH RATE 
WAS ONLY 1.9 PERCENT. THERE WAS AGREEMENT THAT 4.5 PERCENT IS A 
REALISTIC GOAL IF TAKEN ON THE BASIS OF A COORDINATED APPROACH, 
MAKING FULL USE OF THE MARGIN OF MANUEVER FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBER STATE. END QUOTE. 

B. ASKED WHETHER THERE WERE ANY EUROPEAN COUNCIL DECISIONS IN THE 
MONETARY SECTOR. AND SPECIFICALLY WHAT ROLE 

THE IMF MIGHT PLAY IN A COMMUNITY MONETARY POLICY, JENKINS EMPHA- 
SIZED THAT NO CONCRETE PROPOSALS OR DECISIONS HAD EMERGED OR 
WERE AIMED AT. HE SAID THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT AGREED ON THE NEED 
FOR A COMMUNITY SOLUTION AND ADDED THAT, ALTHOUGH THE IMF ROLE WILL 
BE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE, THE EMPHASIS WILL BE ON COMMUNITY ACTION. 
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C. JORGENSEN WAS ASKED WHETHER HE HAD MET WITH MEMBERS OF THE 
EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION PRIOR TO THE MEETING. HE RE- 
PLIED THAT HE HAD, IN FACT, MET WITH A DELEGATION HEADED BY ETUC 
CHAIRMAN HEINZ VETTER. HE SAID THAT THE ETUC REPRESENTATIVES CALLED 
FOR IMMEDIATE STEPS TO REDUCE UNEMPLOYMENT AND SPECIFICALLY INDI- 
CATED THEIR DESIRE THAT A 5 PERCENT COMMUNITY GROWTH RATE BE ACH 
IEVED QUICKLY. HE SAID VETER ALSO DEMANDED THAT THE EUROPEAN COUN- 
CIL SUPPORT MORE EFFECTIVE WORK-SHARING WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. 
JORGENSEN SIAD THAT HE HAD CONVEYED THE ETUC'S VIEWS TO THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL AND THAT THESE VIEWS WERE R EFFECTED IN THE DANISH 
PRESIDENCY'S CONCLUSIONS ON THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION. 
JENKINS ADDED HIS COMMENTS THAT THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL ATTACHED 
CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE TRIPARTITE CON- 
FERENCE (EMPLOYERS, LABOR, AND GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES) WHICH 
WILL TAKE PLACE IN OCTOBER. 

D. JENKINS WAS ASKED ABOUT A POSSIBLE EXPANDED ROLE FOR THE EURO- 
PEAN UNIT OF ACCOUNT (EVA) IN THE MONETARY SECTOR, AND PARTICULARLY 
A BELGIAN IDEA THAT THE EUA MIGHT BE USED IN CENTRAL BANK TRANS- 
ACTIONS FOR SNAKE INTERVENTIONS. HE RESPONDED THAT THE EUROPEAN 
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COUNCIL PARTICIPANTS HAD AGREED "TO PRESERVE A NECESSARY AND DE- 
SIRABLE RETICENCE" ON THEIR MONETARY DISCUSSIONS, BUT HE DID 
OBSERVE THAT THE EUA COULD PLAY AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE 
AND THAT IT CERTAINLY SHOWS MORE PROSPECT AT THE PRESENT TIME OF 
BEING ABLE TO DO SO. 

E. ASKED ABOUT DISCUSSION ON ENERGY POLICY, JORGENSEN RESPONDED 
THAT THE U.S. AND THE EC HAVE DISCUSSED THIS POINT, AND THAT THE 
COMMUNITY IS VERY MUCH AWARE OF THE U.S. OIL CONSUMPTION SITUATION. 
HE SAID IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR PRESIDENT CARTER TO "HANDLE THE SIT- 
UATION" AND INDICATED THAT THE COMMUNITY WOULD FOLLOW DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN THE U.S. WITH INTEREST. JENKINS ADDED THAT THE EUROPEAN 
COUNCIL ALSO DISCUSSED THE ENERGY SITUATION WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 
AND EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT GREATER EFFORTS ARE NEEDED TO REDUCE 
DEMAND, CONSERVE RESOURCES, INCREASE ENERGY AVAILABLE FROM IN- 
DIGENOUS SOURCES THROUGH KNOWN METHODS, AND SEEK NEW METHODS FOR 
EXPLOITING PRESENTLY UNUTILIZED ENERGY SOURCES. 

F. ASKED AGAIN ABOUT THE 4.5 PERCENT TARGET, JORGENSEN SAID THAT 
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THE MEMBER STATES WILL THEMSELVES HAVE TO DECIDE NECESSARY ACTIONS 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A COORDINATED PLAN WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED 
TO THE JULY EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING IN BREMEN. HE SAID THAT IT 
IS UP TO THE COMMISSION AND COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO FOLLOW UP 
IN THIS REGARD. 

G. ASKED ABOUT THE SUMMIT'S DISCUSSION ON RENEGOTIATION OF THE 
U.S./EURATOM AGREEMENT, JENKINS REPLIED THAT THE SUBJECT HAD NOT 
BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL AS SUCH. HE SAID THAT HE 
WAS REASONABLY OPTIMISTIC THAT THE MATTER WOULD BE SORTED OUT, 
PERHAPS NOT BY THE APRIL 9 DEADLINE, BUT AT LEAST REASONABLY SOON 
THEREAFTER. HE ADDED THAT "IF EC SUPPLIES WERE DISRUPTED, WE WOULD 
OBVIOUSLY NOT REGARD THIS AS A SATISFACTORY SOLUTION. JENKINS 
DECLINED COMMENT ON WHETHER THE COMMISSION WOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO 
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REPLY TO THE U.S. ON ITS OWN. 

H. ASKED ABOUT THE SUMMIT DISCUSSION ON LEBANON, JORGENSEN RESPONDED 
THAT THE NINE SHARE A STRONG DESIRE THAT ISRAEL WITHDRAW FROM ALL 
TERRITORIES. HE SAID THAT THE STATEMENT HE MADE ON THE MIDDLE 

EAST IS IN LINE WITH THIS VIEW IN THAT THE ISRAELI IS ONE OF THE 
BLOCKS TO A LASTING PEACE. 

DEAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COPENH02346 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 53-01 78 
Format: TEL 

From: COPENHAGEN USEEC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780478/aaaacoen.tel 

Line Count: 360 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 06b4aab3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 7 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3030940 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EUROPEAN COUNCIL, APRIL 7-8, 1978: DANISH PRESIDENCY/EC COMMISSION PRESS CONFERENCE 
TAGS: EFIN, ECON. MNUC, ENRG, US, XF, EEC, (JORGENSEN), (JENKINS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/06b4aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



